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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the ‘fews and 


Christians. Exodus Chapter 32. 


MURDER OF TRE WORST KIND BY Tik COM- 


MAND OF THE JEWISH GOD. 
ss HEN Molfes ftood in the gate of the camp, and 
faid, who is on the Lord’s fide? Let him come 
unto me. And the fons of Levi gathered themielves to- 
gether unto him. Andhe faid unto them, thus faid the 
Lord God of Ifrael, put every man his {word by his fide, 
and goin and out from gate to gate through the camp, 
and flay every man his brother, and every man his com- 
panion, and every man his neighbour.” Here is aman- 
date of cruelty and bloody ferocity which would difyrace 
an indian favagein the weftern wilds of America; yet 
this decree of murder is charged upon God himfelf. 
Brothers, companions, and friends, all fall a facrifice 
without diftin‘tion and without mercy! Ye pions and 
learned divines of the Chriftian church, what have you 
to offer in palliation of crimes fo abominable? Do you 
really believe that God ever iflued fuch a command? Can 
you believe a book to be divine which contains princi- 
ples fo cruel and ferocious? Have you no fympathy? 
Have you loft al! fenfe of juftice ? Where are the leelings 
of humanity when you call fuch wickedn: fs the word of 
God and a revelation from the allwile Creator! Read 
this paflage contemplate the borrid principle therein con- 
tained, throw afide your prejudices, exercile your reaion 
and then tell us if you pleafe what you think of this book 
called the HoLY BIBLE ? 








Theological Enquiries continued. 
Tt was before obferved that Mo%s had married # 


daughter of the Prieft of Median. The fame {Prieft af- 
fifts him by his council, in organizing the Judiciary de- 
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partment inthe wildernefs; and the Midianites and Mo. 
abites 's (for they appear to be the fame people) treat the 
children of Ifrael when they come upon the borders of 
their land, with great hofj pitalit Vv; inviting them to their 
tealts and tscrifices : and bell owing upon them their young 
women, Numb. 25, 1. And ifrael aode in Shittim, 
and the people began to commit whoredoms with the 
daughters of Moab, ; and they called the people unto the 
facrifices of their Gods and the people did eat and bow- 
eddownto their Gods. No, .none but a blind. bigot 
could fee any thing” onthe part of the Mideanites but 
friendthip and hofnitaticy, probably excited by a know- 
ledge of Mofes the chief of the Ifralites was allied to their 
nature, and confidered him as their countryman, in thé 
fame manner as anti 9 was admitted to the privileges of a 
Jewels although fhe was a daughter of Moab, Andas 
to the children of Hrael their conduct on this occafion ra- 
ther indicates them to be BEATEN ignorant and inof- 
fenfive people, which is moft likely to be the character 
of a people coming from a ftate of bondage and who 
thought they had regained their liberty. ‘Incapable oi 
always dilcerning right from wrong they are eafily led 
away by frieudfhip and kind affeGions. A geod benefi- 
cient anc : wile bene en rule a nation under fuch 
circumiiances, would have ufed more of reafon than co- 
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ertion, he wouid have weaned them from the prejudice 
contracted in Egypt, as a tender parent gently draws his 


aths of vice: And what does the God 
e the occafion, jealous at feeing Baal 
peor the God ofthe Midianites pr clerred before himielf, 
his ang or was kindled againft Lrael, and he faid unto 
Mofes.take all the heads or chiefs of the people and hanz 
them up before me the Lord againft the fuu that my 
fierce anger may be turned away from. Hrael. And 
Motes accordingly ordered the Judges to flay every man 
that was joined to, or had worfhipped Baal peor. 

From reading this fhort hilt tory ought we not to form a 
far better opinion of the character of Baal peor, as a kind 
hofpitable and friendly Gol, than we fhould do of th 
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vindidlive, jealous and unmerciful condut of the God of 
the Hebrews, a God who izems to delight in bringing his 
worfhipers into {trong temptations only that he may 
have a pretence for punithi 1¢ thei fora tranfgreflion of 
his abfurd laws. ‘The tory of the forbidden fruit and 
the punifhment inflited upon mankind for that trantgret- 
fion would be fufficient to confirm this affertion were the 
hiftory we have now before us totaliy obliterated from the 
contfecrated text. 

Mofes had himfelf married a Mideanitifh woman and 
it is no where recorded that Ad: ong. the God of the He- 
brews had ever found fault with him on that aceount yet 
when Zimri the fon of Salria prince of a chief houlea- 
mong the Simeonites, came and brought unto his bre- 
thren Corbi the daughter of Zur head over a chief houfe 
of Midian, and when Phinehas the e grand fon of Aaron: 
the prieft faw it, he role from amonglt the congregation 
and took a javelin in his hand aad went after Zimrit into 
his tent and thurft both of them through; now judging 
by the rules of juftice and morality and even of chriiti- 
anity who are we to blame in this tranfaction, certainly 
jober reafon and Ihopetrue religion would not helitate 
to condemn Phinehas and we ihould have expefted that 
a moft exemplary puuifhment would have been inflicted 
npon him, but how are we altonifhed when we find that 
the God of the Hebrews highly approves the attion and 
ltays the plague that then razed in the camp on that ac- 
count. Here fimple fornication if it amounted to that of- 
fence is punifhed with death contrary to the exprels laws 
of Moles given by A: fonal and murder is rewarded by 
his approbation while he acknowledges his wrath againtt 
Hrael and his jealoufy of Baal peor. If Baal peor had 
not been as good a God and as powerful as himfelf why 

was he jealous of him. 


To be continucd. 
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Profession of Faith from Rousseau, continued, 





What if a man fhould come and harangue us in the 
following manner: ‘* I come, ye mortals, to announce 
to you the will of the moft high; acknowledge in my 
voice thatef him who fent me. I command the fun to 
move backwards, the flars to change their places, the 
tnountains to dilappear, the waves to remain fixed on 
liga, and the earth to wear a different afpeét.”” Who 
weuld nor, at the fight of fuch miracles, immediately at- 
tribute them to the author of nature? Nature is not obe- 
dient to impoftors; their miracles are always performed 
in the hig hw ays, in the fields, or in apartments where 
they are ‘difplay ed before a {mall number of fpeétators, 
previouily ditpoled to believe every thing they fee. Who 
1s there wiil venture to determine how many eye- witnen 
es are neceflary to render a miracle worthy of credit ? 
it the miracles intended to prove the truth of your doc- 
trine, fltand themfelves in need of proof, of what ule are 
they? ‘Lhere might as well be none performed at all. 

The moft important examination, after all, remains 
to be made into the truth of the dottrines delivered, for 
as thofe who fay that God is pleafed to work thefe mira. 
cles pretend that the devil fometimes imitates them, we 
are not a jot nearer than before, though fuch miracles 
fhould be ever fo well attefted. As the magicians of 
Pharozh worked the fame miracles, even in the prefence 
of Mojes, as he himielt performed by the exprefs com- 
mand of God, why might net they, in his abfence, from 
the fame proofs, pretend to the fame authority? Thus 
after proving the truth of the doétrine by the miracle, 
you are reduced to prove the truth of the miracle by that 
of the doctrine, left the works of the devil fhould be mif- 
taken forthole of the Lord. What think you of this al- 
ternative ? 

‘The doctrines coming from God, ought to bear the fa- 
cred characters of the divinity ; and fhould not only clear 
Up eg coniufed ideas which enlightened reaion excites 
sn the mind; but fhould alfo furnifh us with a fyftem of 
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religion and morals, agreeable to thofe attributes by 
which only we form a conception of his eflence. If then 
they teach us only abfurdities,.if they infpire us with 
fentiments of averfion for our fellow creatures, and fear 
for ourfelves ; if they defcribe the deity as a vindictive, 
partial, jealous and angry being, asa god of war and bat- 
tles, always ready to thunder and deitroy ; always threa- 
tening flaughter and revenge, and even boafting of pu- 
nifhing the innocent, my heart cannot be incited to love 
fuch a deity, and I fhall take care how I give up my na- 
tural religion to embrace fuch doftrines. Your God is 
not mine, I fhould fay to profeflors of fuch a religion. A 
being, who begins his difpenfations with partially felect- 
ing one people, and profcribing the reit of mankind, is 
not the common father of the human race; a being, who 
deftines to eternal punifhment the greate{t part of his 
creatures, is not the good and merciful God who is poini- 
ed out by my reafon. 

With regard to articles of faith, my reafon tells me, 
they ihould be clear, perfpicuous andevident. If natu- 
ral religion be infufficient, it is owing tothe obfcurity iu 
which it neceffarily leaves thoie fublime truths it pr ofefl- 
estoteach: it is the bufinefs of revelation to exhibit 
them tothe mindin a moreclear and fenfible manner; 
to adapt them to his underftanding, and to enable him 
to conceive, in order that he may be capable of believing 
them. ‘True faith is aflured and confirmed by the un- 
derftanding, the beft of all religions is undoubtedly the 
cleareft: that which is clouded with myfteries and con- 
tradictions, the worfhip that is to be taught by preaching, 


‘teaches me by that very circumltanc- to diltruft it. ‘T'he 


God whom I adore 1s not tho God of darknefs; he hath 
not given me an underitandiug to forbid me the ufe of it. 
‘To bid me give up my reafon is to infult the author of it. 
The minifter of truth doth not tyrannife over my. under- 
{tanding, he enlightens it. 


We have fet afide all human authority, and without it 
I cannot fee how one man ‘can convince another, by 
preaching tohim an unreafonable doctrine. Let us fup- 
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pofe two perfons engaged in a difpute on this head, and fee 
how they will exprefs themlelves in the language gener- 
ally made ufe of on fuch occafions. 

DocMatisr. 

“ Your reafon tulls you that the whole is greater than 
part; buc I tell you, from God, that a part is greater than 
the whole.” 

RATION ALIST. 

‘‘ And who are you, that dare totell me God contra- 
dicts himfeli? In whom fhall I rather believe? In him 
who inftructs me, by means of reafon, in the knowledge 
ol eternal truths; or in you who would impole on me, in - 
his name, the greateft ablurdity 2” 

1). 

“In me, for my infiructions are more pofitive; and It 

will prove to you inconteliibly, that he hath fent me.” 
R. 

«¢ How! will you prove that God hath fent you to 
depofe againft himfelf ? What fort of proots can youbring 
to convince me, isit more certain that God {peaks by 
your mouth than by the underflanding he hath given 
me :” 

D. 

“ The underftanding he hath given you! Ridiculous 
and contemptible man! you talk as if you were the firft 
infidel who ever was mifled by an underftanding depra- 
ved by fin.” 

ve 

“ Nor may you, man of God! be the firft knave who’e 
impudence hath been the only proot he could give of his 
divine miflion.” 


D. 
‘** How can philofophers be thus abufive ?” 
R. 
« Sometimes, when Saints fet them the example.” 
D. 
Oh! but Iam authorifed to abufe you. I {peak on the 
part of God Almighty.” 
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‘«It would not be improper, however, to produce your 
credentials before you aflume your privileges.” 


“ My credentials are fufficiently authenticated. Both 
heaven and earth are witnefles in my favor. Attend I 
pray you, to my arguments.” 

R. 

‘‘Arguents! why you do not fure pretend to any! 
To tell me that my reafon is fallacious, is to refute what- 
ever it may fay inyour favor. Whoever refules to a- 
bide by the dictates of reafon, ought to be able to convince 
without making ule of it. For fuppofing that in the 
courle of your. arguments you convince me, how ifhall I 
know whether it be not through the fallacy of reafon, de- 
praved by fin, that lacquiefce in what you aiirm? Be- 
fides, what proof, what demonftration can you ever em- 
ploy more evident than the anxiom which deftroys it? 
It is full as credible that-a juft fyllogifm fhould be falfe, 
as that a part 1s greater thaa the whole.” 

D, 

“What adifference! my proofs admit of no reply; 

hey are of a fupernatural kind.” 
| R. 

“ Supernatural! What is the meaning of that term? 

I do not underftand it,” 


D. | 
*« Contraventions of the order of nature, peophecies, 
miracles and prodigies of every kind.” 
R. 
“‘Prodigies and miracles! Ihave never feen any of 
thefe things.” 
D, 
“No matter; others have feen them for you: We 
can bring clouds of witnefles—the cellimony of whole na- 
tions. —— 


R. 
*¢ 'T’he teflimony of whole nations! Is that a proof of 
the fupernatural kind ?” 
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D. 
“No. But when it is unanimous, it is incontelti- 
ble.” 


R. 

“ There is nothing more inconteftible than the dic- 
tates of reafon; nor can the teflimony of all mankind 
prove the truth of an abfurdity. Let us fee fome of 
your fupernatural proofs then, as the atteftation of men 
is not fo.’’ 

D. 

** Infidel wretch ! It is plain the grace of God doth not 

{p2ak to thy underftanding.” 
R. 

“ Whofe fault is that? not mine; for according to 
you, it is neceflary to be enlightened by grace to know 
how to aikfor it. Beginthen, and fpeak to me in its 
ftead.”” 

D. 

“Ts not this what am doing? But you will not hear 
me: What do you fay to prophecies ?” 

‘“ As to prophecies; I fay,in the firft place, Ihave 
heard as few of them as I have feen miracles. And in 
the fecond, Ifay thatno prophecy bears any weight with 
me.” 

D. 

«“ Thou defcipie of Satan! And why have prophecies 

no weight with you :” 


Yo be continued. 
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